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Normally when one speaks of settlements, ‘money . .
matters. The more money, the larger the attempt to rec:, . f
oncile wrongs and make the plaintiff whole. K

But in lawsuits seek-',w'_
L o ing redress for systematlc__':-__:
%% It's never abuse by Roman Catholic

: prlests, i's not necessar-
been about ily what the *defendants

money fOI' anY promise to pay but rather - :
) g  what they promise to E
of onr clients. ## Such was the case: last
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19 Tts never
been-abﬁut‘ '
money fOl‘ anyg? what they prormse to do.
of our clients.

Such was
' Rebeccn Randles;
. of Randles, Mata'e:
Brown in K’ansas Ctty

i L ;
whiere 47 ‘plaintiffs setfled
with the Diocese of Kansas
- City-8t. Joseph for abuse by

12: priésts: In strict mon- -

etary terms, the $10 millipn settlernent, whlch will bring
individual payments of $10,000 to $225,000 for each plain-.

tiff, sets no records in Missouri and is dwarfed by su:mlar e

priest-abuse seftlements eléewhere i the country.

" But the agreement, signed by church ofﬁctals on.
Aug, 21, also includés a tengthy list of nonmonetary - * |
- damages that the plaintiffs’ lawyers say are far more |

significant to their dlients."
Amonyg the 19 iterns are:

+ a promised aclmowledgment by the church that 1ts'" T

own response to reports of abuse was Wrong:

seimg at the dioceses expense

ﬂy “what the . defendants-‘ o
“profmise o' pay but rather -

o victims and their famlhes would be offered coun—i :

. [SEE HBUSE ON PAGE 12]-- o A

A mtorn.eys Rehece Randles and Stari Spera represented- ‘
47 plaintiffs against the Diocese of Kansas Clty -5t Joseph
Photo by Scorr Lauck
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sio spods in the statels three largest mar-
) 1_n_ 20[)_7 accordmg to_ a report by~
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[ABUSE FROM PAE;E'J_i i

« chisrch pfficialsand lay fembors éred- -
ibly accused of sexual abuse would ot be

provided letters of fecomsmendation or
- gollectively are not things that one dmoese :

references for other jobs.

+ the church would acknowledge any
lawsuits against the individuals to pro-
spective employers,

+ a pastoral staternent that the rites and
sacraments performed by the priesis in
question remain valid, .

» letters of apology to victimis and a pledge '

not to refer to them as “alleged” victims.

Although many of the items have been
included i settleients elsewhere, lawyers
on botk sides said it appears to be the first
time so many of them have been included
in a single agreement. Rebecca Randles,
of Randies, Mata & Brown in Kansas Gity,
called it “far more comprehensive than any.
settlement thats taken place anywhere in
the United States.”

“Tt’s mever been about money for any of
our clients; she said. “From our perspective,
each anid every victim deserves 4 whole lot

more money than is being offered to them.
" The pain that we feel in this room every day -

is immense and unbelievable. There is no
amount ¢f money that could récornpense'

the clients for what they've been through” . . ;
Marci Hamilton, alaw professor at Yeshiva

University’s Benjamin N. Cardozo School of
Law in New: York and the author of “Justice
Denied: What America Must Do to Protect
Its Children;” follows
priest-abuse  cases.
She szid some of the
provisions in Kansas |
City were new to
her - in particular
a requirement for
the diocese to'drafta -
letter fo state licenis-
ing boards through-
cut the country, in-
forming them that
Thomas §. Reardon,
who- previcusly held

a counseling degree in Mlssoun, had been
sueld for sexal abuse,

by Prxesrs

“The nonmonetary damages are thmgs'
the survivors are increasingly vested in,".

Hamilton said. “They really do want their
lawsuit to have made a’ difference in the
world and not to have been just your typical
settlement.”

Jonathan Haden, an atforney for the
diocese, downplayed the changes that the
church would make, noting that many of the
itemns of settlement were already being done

s It’s still a set of
'promlse _——.legall}r
enforceable promlses, but

promlses nonetheless 9
— David’ Ciokessy, natlanal diréctor af

the Survivors Netwcrk of those Abuszd

other dloceses have done many 6f them

“[ réalfy dorit think these’s adything ‘novel
ofvthis list” said Haden; of Lathrop & Gage:’
in Kansas City. “Perhaps-all of these things-

has done”

The settlement in Kansas City was ‘one
of at least two.announced while the parties
negotiated this summer — a $12.6 million
settiement in" Avgust in Chicago and one
for $5.5 million ir July in Denvér. .

“These kinds of settlements are gaining
mometitum nationally” he satd.

Belleville, lll,, case
Settlements 'seem t0 be the rule because

neither victims. nor church officials are ea- -

gerto, litigate the matters in court.

“The rmieasure of the trauma [dunqg a
_trlal] would just be immiense]” said Stan
$pero, of $] Spero & Associates in Concord,.
Mass,, who worked with Randles on. the.
casé. "I think we pushed.the chuxch s
we could at this tirre”

- A case in Bellevill

torney for-the dmcese, did not return calls
o for Lopment,

for.each day of the p;roceedmg In the end,

a high-ranking archbishop _t_raveled_ from :

Atfanta“to-take the. witness stand and the

-jury sided with Wisniewski, ordering the -
_defendante approved of its ab]ectwe stan-

dmcese to pay him $5 million.

Of course, some” litigited pnest—abuse‘
claims never ke it to trial Under Missourl
law, wictims must contend with a ﬁve year
statute of limitations.

The Supremé Court has made twe major
decisions the past few years on Missouri’s
statute of Hmitations, in its landmark Powel

'ﬁve_ years of when ‘evidence was

Co ty:ourtroom .

the law: fpi

September 12008 .|
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place a reasoniably prudent person on

Haden, the Kansas Ciry dlo;:ese lawyer, :

ards ns well: .
The: speczﬁc facts of the case st1].l defea‘(
some ht:gga_tmn In Aprll the cdurt in State
ex. rel.. Marlanist Provincevi Hon. jokn A,
Ross — cornmonly called the Visnaw case,
afier its" plaintiff .~ enforced . summary
judgment in‘a case in which the plaintiff re-
mernbered being physically threatened by a

. priest but didp't rémernber any sexual abuse

until much’ later .

‘Randles saidmany of hief plapntifs might
wglI have Jost-en summary judgment.
@ some’Gf the most couragebus

people [ have evet met)’ she said. “Fromi the,

very-beginning; they kiew that Becavse of
1ssqur1 that $he chance of suc-

“Jégislative reform of statutes of limitations,
“Raridles declinied to saywhether such 2 pro--
Vision'veas sought in the Kansas Gity nego:
tiationg; but- M:chael Hunter. gie-of the 47. .

~apology for the "unacceptable behavmr that

;behaﬂor and-with’ sadness o

ONOTIGE
- 'POST NO BILLS

ting bath sdés hythe Wiselcws

Avchidiocese David Wells puttiy do

iop. Robert Finn. Issued a’ statemment of

rompted thest Jawsuits.”
Wit compassmn for the ictms uf this
er any failure
by the diacese fo serve as a praper steveard -
of sifety and security'for ou youig pecple -
and our. panshmners. Fam here a3 an ind!

vidual leader of the dié

Hunter said he has not heard an explicit

“apology for the diocese’s lack of response to
“reports of abuse, as spelled out in the agree-
" ment.

“I.don't think the dlod_ese.has taken re-
spensibility for dragging this out and

. putting us through what we've had to go -

though,” he said,
The diocese declined a request for an in-
terview with Finn,

-~ Promises but po action

-~-As important as nonmorietary damages
are in priest-abuse_settlements, they come
with a tisk, A check cansimply be cashed,
but a promise &f reform, change or action is

;more difficult to enforce.

“Is stilla set of promi
furceab]e )

= legally en- -

Attomeys across:the country-have been

Cifrusteated by efforts_t et dioceses to meet
*-. the nonmonetary -demands’ of the abuse
ity, " settlemnents theyha.mmered out.

pl’GmISES nonethe‘ '

s hriefcase. CemrlsSNm’ni

Mostj
chiurchy
ised dot

¢ to demonstrate - sai

. institutional :accountability for. these sad.

. events,’ Finn said-in part. “T pray that with.

’ the settlernent of this matter, the healing for
all may truly begin”

dovensd

But a“:
ing fort]
tlement;
any prie

" of abus@z,

cese, are}

“Now
that woi
of anilli

Sirnils
$660 mi
Los A'ng'

Jeff &
with Ag
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have pn
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Most of thiese failuces take the. forin‘ of ﬂ'le

churchs resistance to handing over'prom- ' thy

ised documentanon on pnests accused of.
abuse.

The Catholic Dlocese ‘of San. Diego pa.'ld. -
$198.1. million ‘to 144 abuse yictims in- -

. September 2007: Evéry cant of the Settle.
ment amonunt, has ‘beer sent to’ plaintiffs,

said Irwin M. Zalkin, a 'San Diego aitorney -
with Zalkin-& Zimmer, who represents- .-

dozens of the plaintiffs in the case,

“But a Jéar later, the victims are sl fight--
ing for the most important part of thelr set-
tlement: the release of the persannel files of -

any priest isi the San Diego dtocese accused
of abuse:

Zalkin said mclmdual priests; not 1he cho-.

cese, are fighting that portion of the settlement.
“Now I don't know if the dipcese expected
that would happen.” he said. “But it was sort
of an llusory agreemient on their part”
Sirmilar challenges are being raised in the
$660 million settlement the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles reached with 508 victims.

Jeff Anderson, a St, Paul, Minn,, attorney

with Andexson & Associates, handled sev-

eral cases in the Los Angeles settlement and

said the church’s refosal te turn over docu-
" ments disappointed him. .

Bishops and diccese across the country
-have promptly complied with some non-
" economic elements of settlements, he said,

- such as public apologies er masses to honor

 victims. But in cther areas invelving trans-
; parency or accountablhry the church has
fallen short, he said.

| “They'ealways wdhng W ma.ke promises

+ because talk is cheap and éasy! Anderson
| saic. “They've had a very spotty hxstory in
. implementatior.”

Anderson is 2 cnlleague of Patrick .

e fol.low thioge: basic reles)sdid Bu

to a dozén priests, But Clark said thechurch
is still resisting the rclc:ise of more docu-
metits.

see'in the nation to file for bankruptcy in

“response to clergy abuse litigation. Three
* years latef,. the archdiocese’ exited - bank-

ruptcy ‘and- announced the $75 million
seftlement. -

Clark said he has since nutlced a stark
‘change in the church’s responsé to cléims of
abuse, The archdiocese unsicoessfully filed
a motion last year that sought to require
alieged Victims. to: use their full names in
court docuirmients, hé said, and has fesisted
the mediation of new abuse claims.

“All of the lofty words and promises made
at the time of the bankroptcy were:just

. them trying to get out ofa jam,” Clark said.
~“When the’ chmate changed the conduct

changed” . O
A spokesman i for. . “the Portia.nd
-Archidiocese said court rules requite names

to bc included with initia} complaints Fram

spokesinar: for the archdiocese:

with-Schwabe, Williamson 8 Wyatt, ‘rep-
résents the Portland Diocese, Dulcich said

. - ikt singe the bankruptcy was resolved, new
- The: Partland Archdlocese veas the ﬁrst )

abuse cases have been dismissed or séttled.

‘Several more cases axe slated for med\atlona
. thiis fall, he sasd.

Clark ‘said the archdiocese has fo]]owed
through on dther nonmonetary parts of the
Portland settlement. These include giving
victims one-on-one meetings with the bish-
op and making plans for 4 monument at an
Cregon seminary ta honor abuse survivors.

Attorneys said these hurdles are particu-
larly upsetting becmise aften the nonmon-
etary portions of abuse settlements are the
most important to victims, .

“Everybody- writes -about the money,
and -it ‘alvays captutes the headlines”
said ‘Anderson, the Minngsota attorney

whio Has handled- sbusé cases acriss the
“Every. survivor With whotm I've

: p.én to-athefa” m

Thiemas V. Dulcich, a Poriand éﬁbfney .

1 “wants one thing ‘more than -
ythmg élse;-and.- that i ig that it not hap-'

:_;__""\F_ormér altar'
___---boy wins -

ellewlle Dzocese faced " 1ght.. .

; days of trial :ver cIergy i buse

BY ALLrsoN RETKA

o =_'\a!.!lmn_ retka@molawyersmedia.com

..:Sb('yea.rs.aﬁer ﬁlicjg an injury suit agairist the Cathol

" Diocésie of Belleville, forrer altar boy Tames Wisniewski b
““his dayin courtand won & $5 million verdict from a St. Cle
. County jury.

‘While it was not ecsy to testify about the graphic deta

~ of bis abuse at the hiands of former Belleville priest the R
... Raymond Kownacki, Wisniewski had little choice, said his:
" | . torney Mike Weitmuenster. Settlement was never an optios

“'I‘hey never offered us a.dime;” he said, “We asked for

" meeting even before we filed sult. All we heard from the
* s the statute of repose, thie statute of imitations!”

 David ‘Wells, the Thompson Coburn attorney for the di

. cese, did not immediately return calls for commient after €
* verdict was handed out,

"The verdict amounted to $2.4 million in compensato
damages for- fuiure medical costs and pein and suffering a1

- $2,6 million in punitive darmages against the church.

Wisniewski, 47, of Champaign, IlL, claimed he was sex

~+ ally abmsed by Kownacki for seversl years, beginning wh
- hewas 12 years old,

The weekiong trial forced W‘xsrchskx te testify about sy

" cific details of his abuse; much of which occurred on'chur

property, Wisniewsld’s wife and elderly parents also took t
. stand to tall abaut his abuse.
On the:side of the diocese, former Belle\nllc Bish

- Wilkon Gegory, now he archblshop ‘of Atianta, testif

abont the churchs 1993 policy-fo handle abuse compla

.. on priests, Gregory admitted that sevéral important doc
. rrignis were rissing from Kowriacki's personie} file whez
. was revxewed

1994,
ho dld nm ‘atferid the ‘mal wag remav

officials’ testiﬁed that Kownackl was ¢
: ral Southem Tllimeis parishies, even af

goimplaints about | f
~In one instance,
“ 16:year oldg;ri a

rhpensatory damagés:”
| Weilmwenster. pointed. to

“§32 millien the Bel.levr.lle Diocese zarned last year: from

investments; He rred 16 the afnount a5, “blacd rmon

“and suggested the jury use ‘that figure a5.2 starting poin

Wells, the ittorney for the diccese, conténdéd in bis'd
ng argurrient thit the churchis policy on fielding abuse cc
plaints has worked, Fifteen priests have been removed ft
active misistry'since 1993, he said.

“]twasdonepuhhclyand itwas painful,” Wells said. “W
dealt with the issue?”

The Belleville Diocese d;d raise a statate of llmztan
defense in the case; pointing oitt that. Wisniewski filed
claim almist theee decades after the alleged abuse accur

Wisniewski claims that although he remembered
abuse, he did not consider the church larger role untit 2
when news of widespread clergy abuse in Busmn 5P
acrass the country,

“He never knew thiat these were the engblers!” said pl.
tiffs attorney Steve Wigginton in.a closing rebuttal, pc
ing at Wells and-former Belleville vicar general Monsig
Jarries Margason. “They corispired among themselve:
hide the truth frony victims.”

Because of an earlier ruling from $t, Clair County Cir
Judge Llayd Cueto, thé jury first had to decide whether
‘diocese fraudulently concealed Kownackis history of ¢
dbtisé before considering: Wlsmewslds claims and his

. - quiest for demages:”

“Have you eveér wa.nted to punch 2 child molest
Wigginton asked. the jury. “This is. your chance to de)
that punch m



